
Fostering understanding of cultural diversity through a global person-to-person network promoting a more just 
and peaceful world 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Open Doors for Travelers to Homes and Hearts in More Than 130 Countries
 
Dear Friend, 
 
We are happy to learn you are interested in becoming a Servas traveler. You will join a diverse community working to promote peace and 
intercultural understanding through person-to-person encounters. To travel with Servas, please apply at least three (3) weeks in advance of your 
departure date. Refer to Servas International - Host List Statistics for a complete list of participating countries, the number of hosts in each, and 
when the lists were last updated. 
 
Please read the Responsibilities of Servas Travelers carefully. If you are willing to meet Servas’ expectations, you are invited to apply as follows: 
 
1) Each adult (aged 18 or over) who wishes to visit Servas hosts must complete a Letter of Introduction (couples may share one Letter

 

). For the 
essay section, follow the directions and write in short, simple sentences so someone with a limited understanding of English can read it easily. 

2) Attach a small, passport-style photograph to the upper right-hand corner of your completed Letter of Introduction and make two photocopies, one 
for your interviewer and one for the office files. 
 
3) Collect two brief character references for each adult traveler, prepared by people who know you well (colleagues, employers or a previous host 
family- not family members, please.) Your references may choose to write a free-style letter or they may complete the attached form (in this case, 
print an extra copy). References should be signed and include their address and telephone number. 
 
4) Each adult traveler (aged 18 or over) is required to pay an annual membership fee of $85. Children seventeen years old and younger may travel 
free with their parents. 
 

a) In addition, a refundable deposit is required for the loan of Servas host lists. The deposit is $20 for each set of up to five single country or 
regional host lists (e.g. $40 for 6 to 10 lists, $60 for 11 to 15). 
 

b) There is a non-refundable $5 shipping and handling fee for each set of 1 – 5 host lists. 
 

c) Your deposit will be promptly refunded to you if you return the host lists when you complete your travel, but no later than one month 
after your Letter of Introduction expires, and you complete a Travel Report and return it to US Servas after returning from your trip.  

 
Contact one of our volunteer interviewers to schedule a meeting, usually lasting up to two hours. You can find an interviewer in your community by 
checking our website www.usservas.org or call the office at 707-825-1714 and we’ll help you find one. 
 
5) Take to the interview: 

a) Your completed Letter of Introduction with photo attached and two copies. 
b) Your two free-hand letters of reference or two completed reference forms. 
c) One check or money order for the total membership fee plus deposit, shipping and handling. No cash, please. Alternatively, you can mail a 

check to the office or call the office and charge your payment to a credit or debit card. 
 
If the interviewer feels that your travel plans are compatible with Servas membership, that both you and Servas hosts will benefit from your 
participation, and that you understand the goals and philosophy of Servas, your Letter of Introduction will be approved and signed. Either you or the 
interviewer will then send your materials to the national office for processing.  You may begin to contact hosts when you receive your approved 
letter of introduction. 
 
If you have any questions or difficulty reaching an interviewer, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
In Peace, 
 
United States Servas, Inc.                                                                                                                                      07/09/2010  

http://www.usservas.org/�
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	Countries where you will seek Servas visits: 


